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1. Background 
 

The Global Cleantech Innovation Programme (GCIP) for SMEs is a global initiative with the 

goal of promoting clean technology innovation and supporting SMEs and start-ups. The 

GCIP is a United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) and the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF) initiative hosted and jointly implemented in South Africa by the 

Technology Innovation Agency (TIA). 

 

Based on the successful Cleantech Open Accelerator, the initiative aims to spur local 

innovations in energy efficiency, renewable energy, waste to energy, and water efficiency; 

maximizing every participant’s chances of being successful in the programme and raising 

their probability of achieving sustainable commercial success.  

 

The programme combines a competition and a business accelerator to offer participants 

progressing through the programme extensive mentoring, training, access to investors and 

opportunities to showcase their innovations to the media and the public. Participants stand a 

chance to win cash award and national business support awards, in addition to a trip to 

Silicon Valley to participate in the Cleantech Open Global Forum. 

2. Purpose 
 

This procedure outlines the steps required to execute an online application process for the 

Global Cleantech Innovation Programme for SMEs in South Africa. 

3. Introduction 
 

3.1. Make sure you are eligible to apply and understand the eligibility requirements.  

 

The criteria for applying include the current state of your start-up, time requirements, etc. 

Information is available at http://southafrica.cleantechopen.org/accelerator-program/ 

 

Please read through the Rules and Eligibility criteria for Applications to confirm your eligibility 

at:  www.southafrica.cleantechopen.org/requirements-eligibility  

http://southafrica.cleantechopen.org/accelerator-program/
http://www.southafrica.cleantechopen.org/requirements-eligibility


3.2. Applications must be completed and submitted online on the South Africa GCIP 

website at www.southafrica.cleantechopen.org/ 

 

 

 

3.3. The applicants should reserve roughly 2 hours for completing this process.  

3.4. You can start your application at any time and revise it as much as you would like 

until 2 May 2018, 23:59 (SAST). 

3.5. If you need help with your online application, please contact us at 

cleantech@tia.org.za or call us at 012 472 2760 from 8am - 5pm, South Africa 

Standard Time (SAST). 

4. How to Apply 
 

 

4.1. Select the “Get Involved” and choose “Participate” on the sub-menu to complete 

the online application form.  

4.2. On Apply now page select “Register” 

 

http://www.southafrica.cleantechopen.org/
mailto:cleantech@tia.org.za


 

4.3. You will be taken to the Cleantech Open website for login or registration of an 

account. You will need to have an account to complete the application.  

 

 

4.4. If you do not have an account, register at “New to our Site?”   

 

5. Creating an Account 
 

5.1. Complete your personal details on the registration form on the “New to Our Site?” 

section.  

5.2. Select International for the State, South Africa for the Country and SA Time for 

local time zone.  

 

 

5.3. Select the Cleantech Open 2018 Business Accelerator, if you are registering to be 

a participant in the 2018 GCIP-SA. 

 



 

 

5.4. Click Register to submit your registration form.  

 

Next you will be taken to Create a Team form to allow you to create your team. You will need 

to have a team created before you will be allowed to progress with the application form.  

 

 

 

6. Creating a Team and Registering for GCIP-SA 
 

6.1. Complete the Create a Team form.  

6.2. Click Create Team to submit the form. 



 

Note: Prizes will be awarded to a registered company.  

 

 

Cleantech Open Accelerator 

Then you will be taken to a list of Accelerators to choose a GCIP to apply for. 

 

 

 

 

6.3. Look for and select 2018 Cleantech Open Accelerator South Africa. 

 

 

 

6.4. Click Continue for validation of the Accelerator and to proceed with the application. 

 

 

 

Technology Category 

6.5. Determine your category: Choose 1 of the 5 clean technology categories which best 

fits your product or service. 

 

The brief definition of the categories is given below: 

▪ Energy Efficiency: includes technologies that enable saving of energy in 

industrial processes, commercial applications as well as at home.  

▪ Green Building: focuses on reducing the environmental impact of 

construction by producing innovative, energy- and material efficient building 

materials.  

▪ Renewable Energy:  energy generation technologies utilizing undepleted 

and renewable resources such as solar, hydro, wind, wave and biomass. 



▪ Transportation:  The transportation category covers innovative technology 

that not only improve our means and ways of mobility, but also reduces 

environmental impact of mobility markets. Start-ups that are focused on 

electric vehicles, motorbikes, aviation, trains and fleet logistics should choose 

this category. 

▪ Waste Beneficiation (Including e-Waste): process of generating energy in 

the form of electricity and/or heat from thermal and non-thermal treatment of 

waste. 

▪ Water Efficiency: includes technologies which address drinking water 

distribution, usage or treatment, recycling & reuse of industrial and household 

water and in-sludge management, exploitation of alternative resources for 

production of clean water and the attempt to integrate both waste and water 

management. 

▪ Environmental Protection (Air, Sea & Land): Environmental protection – 

Innovations aimed at protecting and conserving the natural environmental and 

resources and, where possible, repairing damage and reversing degradation, 

for the benefit of both the environment and humans, for example land 

rehabilitation, air pollution monitoring, shark barriers, etc. 

  

 

6.6. Select the type of your team.  

▪ Choose Professional, if your team is formed by members from start-ups, 

SMEs, organisation and institutions or  

▪ Choose Student, if the team members are registered full-time student in an 

accredited college or university.  

 

6.7. Click Continue to submit your selection. 

 

The system will present you with Welcome to the First Round of the 2018 Cleantech Open 

Accelerator South Africa. The 2018 Cleantech Open Accelerator South Africa consists of 



four (4) sections as shown below. You MUST complete all 4 sections to complete the 

application. 

 

 

7. Adding Team Members 
 

The system will automatically include the creator of the team as the Current Team Leader. 

Note: You will need a minimum of two team members prior to submitting your final 

application on 2 May 2018, 23:59 (SAST).  

Each team member must have their own profile on Cleantech Open before added in the 

team. Team members can create their accounts according to steps 4, 5 and 6 above.  

7.1. Click Add Team Members to add new team member(s) into the Team. 

The Team Members table will list existing members and provide a link to invite new 

members. 

 

 

7.2. Click Send Invitations to Join Your Team to invite a new member. 

7.3. Search for the new team member using their Name and Surname. If the member has 

an account in the system, their name will appear on the presented list.  

 



 

 

7.4. Select the name of the team member. 

7.5. Click Continue to validate your selection.  

The system will present you with an Invitation window to send a message to a new team 

member. 

 

 

 

7.6. Enter the message and click on Send to invite the new member. 

7.7. Repeat the above steps to invite other new member. 

 

8. To go back to the other sections of the Accelerator Form 
 

8.1. Click Dashboard to return to 2018 Cleantech Open Business Accelerator. 

 

 

 

 

 



8.2. Click Finish/Review Entry to access the four sections of the 2018 GCIP form. 

 

 

 

9. Complete Your Team Profile 
 

Note: this section should be completed by 2 May 2018, 23:59 PM (SAST) 

 

9.1. Click Complete Your Team Profile to access the profile of your team. 

The Team profile consists of five (5) sections, namely: Cleantech Open, Company Info, 

Contacts, Technology and Financials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleantech Open  



 

 

9.2. Select the Cleantech Open tab to view assignment of mentor(s) to your team. 

9.3. If you need to edit your mentoring needs here click Edit Mentoring Needs or go to 

section 10 below. 

The application form will direct you to a welcome page of the Team Profile and Privacy 

Policy. Please read the information and click on Agree to accept the terms and conditions. 

 

 

 

The application will provide you with a form to briefly describe your team and to select and 

rate your mentoring needs. Complete all the relevant sections according to your needs. 

 

 

 

9.4. Click Save to submit your needs.  

 

 

 



Company Info 

 

 

9.5. Select Company Info tab. 

 

9.6. Click Edit Company Info to enter and modify the sections below: 

• Problem Statement 

• Our Solution 

• Date Formed 

• Company Status 

• CTO Successes 

• Other Successes 

• Partners 

• Needs 

 

9.7. Populate information for each of the above sections and click on Save to submit and 

save the information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 



 

 

9.8. Select Contacts tab to view and add new team members and add contacts. 

9.9. Click Add Team Members to list existing team members and add new team 

members as per section 7 above. 

9.10. Click Add Contacts to add contact details of the respective people forming the 

company structure. 

9.11. Select International for State if the contact person is not residing in USA. 

9.12. Save each of the added contact. 

 

Technology 

 

 

9.13. Select Technology tab to enter details to describe the product idea and the status of 

the associated Intellectual Properties. 

9.14. Click Edit Technology to describe the product, the underlining technology and the 

status of your product development. 

9.15. If there is any Patent existing, click Add a Patent to describe it. 



9.16. If the product has gone through testing and earned any certification, click on Add a 

Certification to provide details. 

 

Financials 

 

 

9.17. Select Financials tab to enter and edit financial information about your company. 

9.18. Click Add a Grant to enter information related to any grant received.  

Note:  

There should be no commas, no space within the number, no Rand signs, no 

commas, and no decimal points. 

 

9.19. Click Edit Financial Data to enter revenue, expenditure, investment information; 

potential impact of your product in the society, economy and environmental; and the 

mentoring assistance you may require from GCIP. 

 

 

 

9.20. Click Save to submit and save the financial information. 

 

Once you have completed the section, to return to the main components of the 2018 GCIP 

click on Dashboard, then Finish/Review Entry. 

 

10. Request a Cleantech Open Mentor 
 



Note:  

There is no application fee to be paid before asking for a mentor.  

The due date to complete this section is on 2 May 2018, 23:59 (SAST). 

 

10.1. Click Request a Cleantech Open Mentor link to select mentoring needs. 

 

 

10.2. Click Save to validate the mentoring section. 

 

11. Complete Online Application 
 

Note:  

▪ The Final Deadline to complete this section is 2 May 2018, 23:59 (SAST). 

▪ Complete all the mandatory Questions. 

▪ Consult the Guidelines for Completing the Accelerator Online Application to 

assist you in completing this section. 

 

11.1. Click on the Complete Online Application link to access the online application form.  

  

 

11.2. The online application form consists of various questions. Complete all the sections 

of the application form. 

11.3. Click Save to save your application.  



You can revise your application as much as you would like until 2 May 2018, 

23:59 (SAST). 

 

 

 

 

11.4. Click Final Save to save and submit your application. 

 

  

 


